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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

   

It is December and it is going to be a busy month around the congregation.  We 

are entering the season of Advent with its preparation and anticipation and 

hope.  We will move into the celebration of Christmas and the wonder of our 

God who is Immanuel.  It truly is a special time of year.  There is so much going 

on, let me share with you some of what we have scheduled for worship: 

 

Sunday, Nov. 30 – The first Sunday of Advent.  Come and begin the journey in 

worship.  Note the changes in worship for this season of preparation. 

. 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 – At 6:00 p.m. we will have a soup supper and worship.  Our Fellowship Committee is 

organizing the dinners again for this year.  Supper will be followed by Advent worship at 7:00.  For worship 

we will use the Holden Village Evening Prayer service.  Pastor Mark will preach on “What is God Doing in 

your Life?”  The worship will include a time for congregational conversation about what God is doing, plus 

an extended period of prayer.   

 

Sunday, Dec. 7 – Sunday School at 9:30 and Combined Worship at 10:30 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 10 –  Soup Supper at 6:00 and worship at 7:00  

 

Sunday, Dec. 15 – At 9:00 we will have our regular traditional worship service. 

At 11:00 we will have our Christmas Sunday School program!  Come and hear our 

children share the Christmas story with us. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 17 – Soup Supper at 6:00, worship at  7:00. 

 

Sunday, December 21 – Traditional worship at 9:00 and Blended Worship at 11:00, no Sunday School. 

 

Wednesday, December 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE with worship at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 – One service at 10:30 with lots of Christmas carols 

 

This is going to be a special month of worship.  Come and share in our Advent and Christmas worship   . 

 

God Bless, 

Pastor Mark 

 



When the Bible Became a Musical 

Mary, the Mother of our Lord 

by Russell Saltzman 

 

As a rule, I don’t like musicals. Well, it’s not “as” a rule. It is a rule. I do not like musicals. I 

never watched Glee, unless the women at my house were monopolizing the television. I walked out 

of The Sound of Music; something about Maria racing to the top of a hill singing with no hint of asth-

matic reaction ruined it for me. I did stay through Les Misérables, though dying people singing tend 

to annoy me, but it was operatic and no one was asking me to believe that perfectly ordinary people 

frequently burst into spur-of-the-moment song. I never break into spontaneous song, not if someone 

might be listening. Why should anyone else? 

 

But St. Luke wants us to believe, as we prepare for Christmas, that Mary, mother of Our Lord, 

did exactly that. 

 

One of the Gospel readings for Advent is St. Luke’s report of Mary singing the Magnificat to 

her cousin Elizabeth. Impulsively and with no prior rehearsal she praises God for the Messiah to 

come through her. 

 

The occasion for this song is what Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist, has said to her. 

There are three “blesseds” uttered by Elizabeth. I have a picture of the fetal prophet kicking his 

mother, forcing them out of her mouth: Kick, blessed! Kick, blessed! Kick, blessed!  

 

Anyway, Mary is blessed for the Messiah that is to come through her, and so she is blessed 

among women. More crucially, she is blessed because she has believed the word given to her. She 

sings, we are told, yet they are words Rogers and Hammerstein could never have invented. 

 

Divine grace has taken up residence in her, enclosed within her flesh. So it follows: she is 

blessed. But as with most of God’s blessings, there is an edge. The baby born of her is set for the rise 

and fall of many in Israel; old Simeon will tell her that. And that same baby will break his mother’s 

heart; Simeon will tell her that too. 

 

Sure, his little feet will bring Good News from God, yet by that news he shall be pierced and 

bear scars into eternity. His little hands whose touch shall bring healing, turn water into wine, and 

multiply the loaves shall be bitten by the nail, bestowing absolution upon us each. He will be Em-

manuel, God-with-us, from her womb. 

 

It is for this, St. Luke tell us, that Mary sings. 

 

As honors go it is a strange and terrible one. She is honored by the shame of pregnancy be-

fore wedlock and, we might reasonably assume, by the nattering undercurrent of ridicule in her vil-

lage. 

 

Yet in a theology of the cross it is the very burden of suffering and indignity that carry the glo-

ry and honor. The dictum is short and brutal: No cross, no crown.  

 

Thus, Mary, most blessed among women, a peasant girl perhaps of a distant, now dusty royal 

heritage, is the vessel for the Messiah and is honored for it through pain. Recognizing this honor of 

God the Church calls her Theotokos: The Mother of God.   We honor her for saying “yes” to God, 



 
and praise her for it. God uses Mary, with her weaknesses and her piety, with her shame and her 

honor, and comes thereby to strengthen our faith. In her he demonstrates his compassion for the 

lowly. God uses her; I suspect he seeks to use us all. 

 

So we honor Mary by imitating her. Her faith is also our faith, a faith which declares that the 

child of Bethlehem is for the salvation of the world. We clutch at the same faith and the same hope, 

believing as she believed, and the savior comes to be born within us as well. 

 

Mary, mother of our Lord, is most certainly immaculate, pure, and undefiled forever — not 

because she gave him birth, but first because she heard the Word of God and, impossible though it 

was, she believed that Word. Her soul rejoices in God her Savior and her Son.  

 

For all that St. Luke expects us to believe she sang. I guess I’ll give him a pass on that point. 

On the whole, I don’t suppose it is any harder to believe that Mary broke into song than it is to be-

lieve what Mary believed. 

 

Russell E. Saltzman is a dean in the North American Lutheran Church and assistant pastor of 

St. Matthew’s Church in Riverside, Missouri. His latest book, Speaking of the Dead, was published 

last July by ALPB Books. 

 

Mid-Week Advent Activities 

During Advent we add special activities on Wednesday evenings.  These activities begin on Wednes-

day, December 3 and continue for December 10 and 17.  Here is what we will be offering: 

 

 *Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. – come and share a meal and time of fellowship.  (And if you can, do sign 

up to help with one of the meals!)  

 

 *Worship at 7:00 – Mark this Advent season with worship!  The worship committee is in charge of set-

ting up the Holden Village Evening Prayer service; Pastor Mark will be preaching on the theme – What is 

God doing in our lives?  The service will also include time for congregational interaction and an extend-

ed prayer time at the end. 

 

Christmas and New Year’s Worship 

 

Sunday, December 21 

 9:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 

 11:00 – Blended Worship 

 

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve  

 7:00 p.m. – Worship with candlelight and a special emphasis on children 

 11:00 p.m. - Worship with communion and candlelight 

 

Sunday, December 28 

 10:30 a.m. – One Service at 10:30 – Communion and lots of carols! 

 

Sunday School 

 Sunday School will not meet on Sundays Dec. 21 or 28.  Classes Will resume on January 4. 

 

 

http://thenalc.org/
http://stmatthewsriverside.blogspot.com/


Sunday School Christmas Event 

On Sunday, December 14 at 11:00, our youth and Sunday School students will lead worship and share with 

us in the wonders of Christmas.  Come and share in this joyful event!  Please note there will be traditional ser-

vice at 9:00 also on this Sunday.  

 

Offering Envelopes 

The offering envelopes for 2015 will be put out in the church entryway during December.  Be sure to pick up 

your box. 

 

High School Retreat at Lutherhill 

High School youth, we are going to Lutherhill for a retreat again in 2015.  The annual High School retreat will 

be Feb. 20-22.  We will leave Friday evening and return late Sunday afternoon.  This is a great time of wor-

ship, small groups, ultimate frisbee, and all sorts of fun.  The cost for the gathering is going to be $80.  Please 

register with Karen or Pastor Mark by December 15 if you plan to attend.  

 

Summer Camp at Lutherhill 

Students in grades 4 through 8, we are going to Lutherhill again this summer.  Our week of camp is going to 

be July 19-24.  Deposits for registration are due Dec. 30. (The spots fill up fast!)  For more information call 

Pastor Mark. 

 

End of the Year Finances 

Keep checking out the thermometer in the narthex, and keep on giving!  As you know we fell behind in the 

summer month and early fall; we are now catching up and we are going to finish the year strong!  Please  

keep the congregation in your prayers.  Pray that God will continue to bless us and pray that we all continue 

to be generous through the holiday season! 

 

 

On behalf of the OSLC council, I 

hope you have a Thanksgiving 

filled with joy, love, and blessings.  

We have so much for which to be 

thankful that it is almost over-

whelming to realize it all.  The 

council is comprised of hard 

working leaders who give generously of their time so 

that the church might serve and care for its mem-

bers.  I am blessed and thankful to work with these 

people and to realize what a treasure they are in my 

life.   

 

The November council meeting was held on Tues-

day, November 11th.  

   

The remodeling continues.  Each Sunday I see the 

progress as well as the smiles on the faces of our 

members as they explore what has changed from 

the previous week.  Still hoping to have a completed 

project by Christmas—only the Lord knows for sure.   

 

Thanks to all of you who turned in your time and 

talent sheets and your pledge cards.  The council is 

working on the budget using the pledges as a base.  

Thanks also to Blaine Davis and Sam Hough for 

serving with me on the stewardship committee.  The 

council is working to finish out the year in a fiscally 

responsible manner which means we are keeping 

our discretionary spending at a minimum.   

At the November meeting, the council: 

 

-worked on budget items, personnel items, and fi-

nancial plans for 2015. 

-set plans in motion for Advent Services and dinners 

through the worship and music committee and the 

fellowship committee 

-approved a garage sale for the Braaten family for 

which they will tithe 10% of their profit to the 

church 

-discussed a resolution from the NALC convocation 

which will be brought to the congregation at the an-

nual meeting in January 

 

 



-Jennifer  Videtto volunteered to contact Thrivent to 

check on possible Choice Dollars that OSLC might 

be entitled to receive 

-accepted reports from all committees, the treasurer, 

the pastor, and approved the minutes from the last 

meeting. 

 

As the holidays begin, we often find ourselves so 

busy with the details we forget the bigger meaning.  

Let us remember to not let that which matters least 

get in the way of that which matters most. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving--Judy 

  

 

 

 

PRIMETIMERS FOR DECEMBER 

 

GET IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!    Start looking  for 

your favorite cookie recipe and mark your calendars 

for December 11, 2014 at 2PM for Primetimer’s 

cookie exchange to kick off the Christmas Season. 

 

Bring 3 dozen cookies, all one kind, to be exchanged 

for a variety of cookies to take home.  In addition 

bring 6 cookies to be enjoyed during the party.  Cof-

fee and hot chocolate will be provided.   

Package the cookies in baggies, 4 cookies per bag 

and attach a copy of the recipe to the bag.  Please 

notify Linda Hough, (903-894-4059 ) if you plan to 

participate and tell her the kind of cookie you plan 

to bring, so that we have a variety of cookies to 

share.  The baggies(9 for each person or couple) will 

be provided. 

 

There will be activities and/or entertainment to enjoy 

while you munch on the cookies and sip  coffee and/

or hot chocolate. 

Ladies and GENTLEMEN  TOO,  please plan to at-

tend and bring a container for the cookies you will 

be taking home.  Get in the Christmas spirit, enjoy 

fellowship with other Christians, and partake of some 

delicious treats. 

 

                     Your hosts, 

                     Sam and Linda Hough 

                       Curt and Joyce Peterson 

John and Mary Ferguson 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Our wonderful Quilters barely take time to catch 

their breath after their successful garage sale.  They 

immediately got back to making the quilts.  They 

are preparing for the Quilt-a-thon which is sched-

uled for February 7, from morning to mid-

afternoon.  Specific times and details will follow! 

The Holidays and Remembering  

Our Members Who Can’t be With Us 

 

Sometimes the holidays can be a difficult time 

for our members who are not able to get out 

and about as they once did.  Let’s remember to 

drop them a note, send a Christmas Card, give 

them a phone call, or go by to visit them, 

whichever is appropriate for you.  We are sure 

they would love to hear from you, even if it is 

through a note or Christmas Card.  Let this con-

tact from you be your gift to them during this 

season and through-out the upcoming year.  



 

Come Join Us each Wednesday in Advent 

Holden Evening Prayer Service 
Led by Blaine and Karin Davis 

7:00 pm, December 3rd, 10th & 17th 
 

Holden Evening Prayer 
Written by Marty Haugen 

Written in 1985-1986 while Marty was the musician-in-residence at Holden Village, a Lutheran 

retreat center in Washington State, this lovely setting of vespers follows the traditional form 

while using contemporary language. Contents include "Service of Light," Evening Hymn-

"Joyous Light of Heav'nly Glory," "Evening Thanksgiving," "The Annunciation,"  

"The Magnificat," "Litany and Prayers," and "Final Blessing." 
 

 

Babysitting will be provided 

CHRISTMAS TREE IN THE NAVE 
Our sweet Joe Coke is heading a small group of men who are putting up our            

Congregational Christmas Tree in the Nave.  They will put it up on Monday evening, 

December 1st. 

 

Help Needed:   
 

Sunday, November 30th, after the 11 am service – a small group of people to get all 

the tree boxes out of long-term storage so they will be ready-to-go for the men on Monday evening. 

 

Tuesday, December 2, beginning at 1 pm – all available Altar Guild women, AND/OR anyone who has 

that afternoon free, to decorate the tree so that it will be ready for our first mid-week Advent service on  

Wednesday, December 3rd.  

 

All of these Advent jobs become much lighter with many hands. 

 

Are You Available to Serve Christmas Eve 
The Worship Server’s schedule for December is included in this 

newsletter.  However we need Ushers, Readers and Communion 

Servers who would be willing to serve at either our early service 

or our later service on Christmas Eve.  If you know which service 

you will be attending and are willing to serve, please let Carol 

Lattier know at chlattier@live.com, 903-825-2516, or put a note 

on Debbie’s desk.  Thank you for your service. 

 

 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EXCURSION 

Calling all children from nursery age to 6th grade.  This year we will 

again be planning an excursion to the Pine Tree  CHRISTmas tree farm 

to cut down a live tree to put up and decorate the Sunday School 

wing.   

Our plans this year are as follows:  The date will be on Saturday De-

cember 6h.  We will begin by having breakfast at the church about 9 

a.m.  We plan on having a surprise visitor (ssshhhh it’s a secret!).  Our 

visitor will enjoy breakfast and take 

some photos.  After this, we will load 

the van and other cars i(f needed) to 

head out to the tree farm to cut down 

our tree!  We will go to the same place 

we did last year.  After we cut down the 

tree, we will head back to the church to put the tree up in its stand and call it a 

day.  Our children will decorate the tree during the Sunday School hour the 

next day. 

Thank you,  Jana Coke 

PS:  Any offers for help and or donations for the breakfast would be   appreci-

ated!!! 

Note:  for the younger children that are still in car seats; their parents need to 

provide for their  transportation and accompany them ...but they are MOST 

welcome and a big part of the fun!  We just don’t have the ability to provide for their safety in any numbers 

http://www.giamusic.com/bios/haugen_marty.cfm
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We have had so much fun doing this 

in the past — adults and children 

both!  Please join us for breakfast, a 

special visitor, and our trip to the 

Christmas Tree Farm!   
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 Sunday Schedule for December 7 

      9:30 Sunday School 

  10:30 a.m. ~ One Combined Service   

Remainder of December Schedule  

See Inside Newsletter for Sundays  

and for Advent Services 

Staff: 

Senior Pastor………….Rev. Dr. Mark Braaten 

Parish Administrator  ….Debbie Miller 

Director of Music……. Gail Hall 

Mission Statement 

“ Bringing Christ 

To the people, 

And the people  

To Christ. “ 


